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APARTMENT HUNTING?
Here are five important things to consider:

Many college students are eager to move out of the dorms and into a new off campus apartment. The dorms are definitely an eye-opening 
experience. From sharing a room to communal bathrooms, one may not realize the joy having his or her own space until they move into their 
apartment. Finding your first apartment can be overwhelming. For students, this can be the first home they will need to find on their own. 
Whether it’s your first rental experience or your last, finding the perfect apartment that fits both your lifestyle and your budget can be a difficult 
task. Thankfully, I have prepared the five most important things to consider when looking for your first apartment. 

KASSIDY DESNOYER 
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

LOCATION 

For a college student, finding somewhere that is 
practical and close to campus is essential. In Oxford, 
many nearby apartments offer the Oxford-University 
Transit buses, making it easy for you to hop on the bus for 
transportation to and from campus. This makes it easy for 
those that do not have a car or are wanting to save on gas 
or mileage. Also, making sure you are in an area where 
you feel comfortable and safe is important. When touring 
apartment complexes, ask your tour guide what safety 
precautions they take. 

THE PRICE 

First and foremost, ask yourself: can you reasonably afford 
to live here? Before seriously considering an apartment, 
you need to take your budget into consideration. Being 
a college student, student loans are high, so finding an 
apartment that is practical—but also won’t break the bank—is 
key.  Conduct a bit of online research to get a sense for the 
typical rental rates in the neighborhood. Make sure to ask 
if there are any deals going on for students, or any other 
incentives they may have. Determine if the amenities that 
are offered is fair to the price they are asking, and don’t 
forget about utility costs. In addition to the monthly rent, 
you’ll most likely have to pay for various utilities throughout 
the time you live there. These utilities include water, gas, 
air conditioning, sewer, garbage and electricity.  Your lease 
should clearly lay out what utilities you are responsible for 
covering. Staying within budget is an important part of 
apartment hunting, so if you splurge on your housing then 
you may have to sacrifice other living luxuries.

AMENITIES 

Many housing complexes offer amenities for their residence. 
This can vary from workout rooms, pools, tanning beds and 
even saunas. Ask yourself: how important are these amenities 
to me? Can I do without them, or will they significantly 
enhance my quality of living? Maybe having a workout facility 
in your complex is essential if you’re an avid gym-goer. This 
will help you cut back on membership fees, time and gas 
driving to and from a gym. You might not particularly benefit 
from any of the amenities, so finding a cheaper apartment 
without all the luxuries could be an effective way to cut back 
on costs.

ROOMMATES 

Another important thing to consider when deciding where 
to live is roommates. Roommates are  yet another excellent 
solution to saving money because you get to divide rent 
payments. Having said that, residing with strangers may be 
complicated, and you will certainly need to pick roommates 
who will click with you. Some apartments will do random 
roommate assignments if you do not sign your lease with 
other friends. It’s essential to find others that you work well 
with because you will be living with these people everyday 
for the remaining time of your lease. We all hear roommate 
horror stories, so determining the things you desire in 
housemates beforehand will certainly guarantee that your 
residence will be a stress-free environment. 

START APARTMENT HUNTING EARLY! 

In any college town, and especially in Oxford, apartment housing fills up 
quickly. Most complexes allow old residents to re-sign, and they open up 
their complex to the rest of the public afterwards. If you are wanting a specific 
apartment and have already nailed down all the pros and cons, I would suggest 
signing your lease as early as possible. Also, the sooner you start the process, 
the sooner the stress of finding a place will be over. However, make sure that you 
really weigh your options, and do not rush the process in order to find the best 
deal and efficient place for your needs and desires.
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HOW TO AVOID A ROOMMATE NIGHTMARE

Whether it’s with your best friend or a 
complete stranger, sharing a living space 

with someone can quickly turn into a 
disaster. While living in perfect harmony 
every single day is impossible, there are 

ways to keep the disagreements to a 
minimum.

ELIZA NOE
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

RESPECT THE BOUNDARIES 
It’s not a crime if you don’t want 

to become best friends with your 
roommate. This can get tricky, 
especially when living in such close 
quarters makes a lot of interaction 
inevitable. Don’t feel obligated 
to hang out with them, but also 
don’t be unkind when rejecting 
any advances. Learn their class 
schedule, so you can plan your 
alone time, afternoon naps and 
peace and quiet. At the same time, 
don’t be upset if your roommate 
doesn’t feel like a pajama party or 
a movie night. Instead of forcing a 
friendship, think of living together 
as a partnership. If you do choose 
to live with a best friend, make sure 
your friendship with them is one of 
your top priorities. 

DEAL WITH YOUR CONFLICTS 
Talk it out. While 

ignoring them may seem 
like the easiest thing to 
do at the time, honest 
communication is the 
only way to compromise 
before things get blown 
out of proportion. Avoid 
passive-aggressive texts, 
vague subtweets, and 
bossy sticky notes. It’s a lot 
easier to blame everything 
on the other roommate(s), 
but take a step back 
and try to find where 
the miscommunications 
occurred. Just a simple 
conversation can prevent 
the next world war from 
starting in your apartment.

SET THE STANDARDS 
Establishing ground rules 

can prevent potential spats—
especially when you outline 
sleep schedules, divide 
housework and create clear 
expectations about things 
like guests and quiet hours. 
If you’re not very enthusiastic 
about sharing your groceries 
or having dirty dishes pile 
as high as your refrigerator, 
let it be known as soon as 
possible. Even though there 
doesn’t have to be a physical 
contract, keeping each other’s 
rules in mind can prevent a lot 
of confusion and frustration. 
Also, be honest with yourself 
and hold yourself to the 
expectations. 

THE TRUTH ABOUT LIVING ON OR OFF CAMPUS

662.816.3955
info@oxfordsquarecondos.com
www.oxfordsquarecondos.com
1802 Jackson Ave. West, Oxford, MS 38655

662.832.3000
info@andersongrove.net
www.andersongrove.net 
1903 Anderson Road, Oxford, MS 38655

Two choices for upscale, af  dable living in Ox  d
L O C A L LY  O W N E D  &  M A N A G E D  B Y  B L A C K B U R N  C O M M U N I T I E S

•  1 and 2 bedroom Units Starting 
at $800

• Newly Renovated Interiors & Exteriors
• Sparkling Swimming Pool
• State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
• Pet Friendly
• Full Size Washer/Dryer in Every Unit
• On the OUT Transit Line
• Recreation Room with Pool Table
• Close Proximity to Square and Campus

•  1, 2, and 3 Bedroom Townhomes 
Starting at $879

• Gated Entrance
• Outdoor Swimming Pool
• Private Patios on All 2 and 3 Bedroom 
    Townhomes
• Maintenance-Free Lifestyle
• Newly Renovated with Full Size 
    Washer/Dryer
• On the OUT Transit Line
• Plantation Blinds
• Close Proximity to Square and Campus

28323
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Amenities
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THE TRUTH ABOUT LIVING ON OR OFF CAMPUS
HADLEY HITSON

THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

Every college living 
situation, whether in a dorm 
or in an apartment, is truly an 
amalgamation of highs and lows.

On the sunny side, dorms 
are a great site for socializing, 
especially for freshmen and new 
students. Also, if you are a serial 
ignorer of alarm clocks, waking 
up five to ten minutes before an 
8 a.m. is completely acceptable, 
and you will likely still make it to 
class on time.

The downside, though, 
materializes in the communal 
bathrooms, the thin walls 
and the “probably smaller 
than you’re used to” rooms. 
Furthermore, cooking abilities 
are limited to the microwave 
unless you decide to spend time 
and effort braving the communal 
kitchen on your floor, which a 
probable majority of students 
avoid.

When it comes to moving 
off-campus and into an 
apartment, these pros and cons 
all transform. After a year of 
living in what many students 
affectionately call a shoebox, 
your living space more than 
doubles in size, and you have a 
full-size kitchen at your disposal. 
Having an apartment also gives 
you a space to invite friends over 
without being limited to literally 

two guests as per university 
dorm guidelines.

As far as the downsides to 
living off-campus are concerned, 
the most pressing is commuter 
traffic. During the first week 
of living in an apartment, you 
should familiarize yourself with 
where the university allows 
commuting students to park on 
campus.

Honestly, finding a 
parking space can quickly 

become a fight to the death 
in the mornings, so most 
upperclassmen would 
recommend leaving your 
apartment at least 30 minutes 
before your first class. If worse 
comes to worst and you park 
in a spot without the adequate 
parking sticker on your car, 
parking monitors will not 
hesitate to hand out tickets.

Another pro-tip for apartment 
living is to stock up on cleaning 

supplies and invest in a vacuum. 
While you will most likely have a 
personal bathroom and a shared 
living room in an apartment, you 
will not have a kind janitorial 
staff to keep them clean like in 
the dorms.

Ultimately, dorm and 
apartment living are pretty 
similar, but students should 
heed the key differences when 
transitioning from one to the 
other.

FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN /THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
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Westwind

Large bedrooms • Quiet atmosphere • No pets 
2 bed • 2 and a half bath 

Rent includes water & cable

Michael Drive off of W Jackson Ave.

662.234.0000
28316

PROTECTING YOUR TECH
ARIANNA SWENSN

THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

Spring semester can be 
crammed full of hours of 
spending a lot of time with 
your computer. Many of us are 
searching for that perfect lease 
or putting out “in search of’s” 
for roommates. One common 
thread is we’re all looking for 
one thing: free wifi.

While free wifi is often a 
wonderful thing — for one, it 
means I can leave my dorm 
to enjoy some coffee, and for 
two, it means that I have to 
refrain from screaming about 
programs not working out 
loud because I am in public — 
it does have many downsides 
including internet speed.

Far more importantly, 
free internet often comes 
with security risks, whether 
it is in a dorm, apartment 
or a coffee shop. You never 
know if the person next to 
you has recently acquired a 
virus on their computer, or 
if your landlord happens to 
be peeking in on your frantic 
Google search for a new 
apartment.

 In fact, it’s entirely possible 
you accidentally clicked on 
a fake network disguised 
as what you intended on 
connecting to. Now you’ve 
connected to a hacker’s setup 
because you wanted a slightly 
faster network. (Oops!)

 One extremely easy 
step you can take to protect 
yourself is to enable a firewall. 

Some Windows machines 
come with McAfee already 
installed, but some users got 
sick of that two years ago 
and may not be operating 
with an enabled firewall right 
now. Even if it’s just Windows 
Defender, go turn a firewall 
on — you’ll probably forget it’s 
there.

Some basic settings can 

also help improve your 
internet security. Turning off 
file sharing, updating your 
applications regularly (on a 
private network), turning off 
auto-connect and “forgetting” 
the network after you’re 
done with it can all improve 
your security and cause you 
minimal hassle.

Other steps include setting 
up two-factor authentication, 
getting a Virtual Private 
Network (VPN) and using 
password managers to help 
hide your passwords from 
anyone peeking in. Using 
https:// links ensures that your 
connection to a website is 
encrypted using Secure Socket 
Layer (SSL).

Finally, if you’re feeling 
really high-tech and don’t live 
in the dorms, you can install a 
personal wifi router to privatize 
your internet connection. This 
will allow you to set your own 
password, hide the network, 
and ensure that the only one 
you have to worry about on 
the internet is you.

KATHERINE BUTLER / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN

20 MINUTE WALK

10 MINUTE WALK

15 MINUTE WALK

UNIVERSITY OF
MISSISSIPPI VAUGHT-HEMINGWAY 

STADIUM

LIBRARY THE
GROVE

BASEBALL
FIELD

PEDESTRIAN 
WALKWAY

SOUTH CAMPUS 
REC CENTER

Steps Away From Campus & 
South Campus Rec Center

Immediate Move-Ins Available
Walk To Campus Location

1, 2, 3, & 4 Bedrooms
Swimming Pool

Outdoor Lounge & Fire Pits

Furnished Options
Campus Transit Stop

Fitness & Cardio Center 
Pet Friendly

Fully Renovated

FlattsAtSouthCampus.com 9 0 0  W H I R L P O O L  D R I V E   |   ( 6 62 )  281 - 1 335

28299
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HOW REPURPOSED FURNITURE CAN FIT 
PERFECTLY INTO YOUR NEW LIVING SPACE

CAROLINE NIHILL
THEDMFEATURES@GMAIL.COM

CHAIRS

While some desk chairs and stools should be bought 
new, bar stools and kitchen chairs are easily thrifted and 
repurposed.

Chairs follow the same sanding and painting guidelines 
as chests if they’re wooden, but can be reupholstered into 
a more modern look with the help of new vinyl fabric.

Though refurbishing chairs may seem tedious, with the 
help of a staple gun and some sewing skills, the project 
can take less time than expected.

CHESTS

Chests can be another great find at thrift stores. A chest that 
has rigid edges and dusty drawers can be cleaned up with a 
few more additions.

Sandpaper or a sanding sponge is a good first step towards 
priming your piece for painting or any other changes.

After priming your piece, the sky’s the limit because it is 
time to pick your furniture paint and add a pop of color.  Spray 
painting may take less time and be quicker, but chalk paint dries 
faster and can be used indoors. Chalk-painted furniture also 
can add a softer look to a living room or bedroom rather than a 
vibrant spray-painted look.

Finally, if your piece is missing knobs or they aren’t completely 
functional anymore, replacements are easy to find. Almost any 
store that sells furnishings or decorations has some sort of knob 
section with a variety of options for almost any piece.

DECORATIONS 

If you’re not used to repurposing furniture or have only 
watched it on DIY videos, decorations are the easiest DIY 
projects to find and execute.

With the help of an online tutorial, a separated drawer 
can become a floating shelf with some paint, brackets and a 
sanding sponge. More simply, it could even become a potter 
for plants.

Mirrors can be deep cleaned and repainted so the frames 
look more modern, and simple pieces of art or trays can make 
a space look more finished. Thrift stores are the best places to 
pick up coffee table books, vases and old lamps — all of which 
can be repurposed.

COUCHES

On the riskier side of thrifted furniture, couches can be high in cost 
and hard to maintain. Reupholstering can cost as much as a brand 
new couch.

Though steering away from older fabric is a smarter idea because 
of bugs and other damages, there are ways to make sure a low cost 
couch doesn’t disrupt your space. Sticking to leather and pieces 
with removable cushions is the first step to this. Anything that can be 
washed or cleaned easily is the best bet for efficient thrifting.

Checking for damage as well as any discoloration before 
purchasing it or bringing it into your home is highly suggested.

Whether you’re picking out your new apartment or planning for on-
campus living, purchasing furniture and other decorations can seem like a 
daunting task.

Though there are some things that should not be bought from thrift 
stores, old furniture can do the job just as well as newer and more 
expensive models. Thrifted furniture can be cheaper and easier to 
repurpose while giving your space a one-of-a-kind feeling.

Before thrifting, it is important to keep a few things in mind. First, find 
your budget and stick to it. Overspending for furniture may seem like a 
must, but chances are that there’s a cheaper and cuter chest of drawers 
down the street.

Second, before purchasing for your new space, make sure the piece is 
fully functional. If it has wheels, triple check that the squeaky wheel can be 
easily fixed by WD40.

Third, be sure to test the piece out before purchasing it. Check the legs 
of the piece and look for anything that would make you put it on the side 
of the curb.

Lastly, personalized furniture can be worth more than the original price 
tag.

HAPPY FURNITURE HUNTING; DON’T OVERSPEND 
AND GET CREATIVE WITH YOUR SPACE.

NATALIE PRUITT / THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN
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Lexington Pointe   
2000 Lexington Pointe Drive  |  833.826.6902
liveatlexingtonpointeapts.com

Cambridge Station  
801 Frontage Road |  833.609.6300
liveatcambridgestationapts.com

Faulkner Flats
2998 Old Taylor Road  |  833.408.4472
liveatfaulknerfl ats.com

present at a tour or enter on a property website
code expires 3/31/2020
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